Chapter 5 - Instructor notes:

Most of the information covered in this chapter is reasonable straight forward.  Token technologies are, again, layer 1 and 2 issues.  When you review the frames with the students you can demonstrate some common concepts such as the FCS field.  Following that, you can point out the differences from Ethernet such as the fields that offer the ability to set transmission priorities for different hosts on the network (a setting that is done in the software on the individual hosts).  Token ring networks are also referred to as deterministic because the control on the network allows the ability to determine how long it will take for a packet to travel between two specific hosts, as well as providing the ability to control the transmission priorities of each host.  Of course there are no collisions on a token ring network.  You can't transmit if you don't control the token.  Generally speaking most networks are migrating away from this technology but there are situations that make this an ideal technology.  Do point out to your students that the Token bus standards have been withdrawn but they should expect to see a few certification questions about the very basics of this technology.
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